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Subject Maraort dun Club Bulletin Bade "Indoor Gardening, " by Kenneth Post. 


Readabality:. . (he heporbed by Mrs. oe Cowing, panes SS of. Field Studies and 
sand Training): a open we ruoat RS 
"Folks with only 6 to 7 years of schooling:can erssily read Cornell's 
4-H Club Bulletin, Indoor Gardening by Kenneth Post. It is both 
“interesting and readable. It is as easy to read as The Ladies Home 
Journal, Parts of it are even simpler--on a.par with True Story; 
such ss eet as on pege sia 


Grow ke that 5 tie it erie if you have no sunny 
be windows.. They grow best where they get good saan 
Bie and some sun, but will..grow with no sun. : 
i A 
You can start a oy Ieee eee begonia froma leaf:cut- 
ting. Sometimes they flower, but the leaves are most 
interesting. You can grow them in a north window,- 


Case Story: (As told ‘by Nell B. Leona rd, Assistant Editor, Department of Ex- 
tension Teaching and Informetion, New York State Colleges of Agri- 
culture and. Home Economics, Cornell University): 


4H Agents Help in Planning. "Much credit for 'Indoor Gardening! 

is due the Home Grounds Improvement Committee of UW+E Club agents. 
This committee of four agents (Wilbur Pease, chairmen; Laurence 
Dedrick, Cornelia Stowe, and Margaret Bull), one member (Dave Fales) 
from the State office, and the specialist, or author (Xenneth Post), 
meeting at an annual conference (1944) of the Extension Service, 
discussed the entire program for home-ground improvement. The fol- 
. a. lowing paragraph taken from une minutes of that meeting concerns 

, Bulletin 70. | 


“ as win reviewing the ister al prepared for the pulletin i tie 
door Gardening, the Committee expressed approval of the 
title in preference to House’Plants. The Committee sug- 
gested a color photo of an attractive window garden in a 
winter setting:and asked that Dr. Post Gnclude. his sug- 
gestions of a line drawing of an animated plant using 
trucks to show the:-food supply.: The. headings such as 
Flowering Plants and Bulbous Plants are to romain the 
same but plants under each should be listed in order of 
ease in growing.'! 
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"Prior to this mecting, manuscript for this“bulletin and those for 
two other proposed bulletins on home-ground improvement were sent 
to several 4-H Club agents for criticisms. One agent wrote: 


'They (bulletins) are not written so that the average +H 
Club member of about 13 years of age would understand 
(thom). About 75 nercent of the bulletin (Indoor Gardening; 
télls what-should bé done but does not explain how to do it. 
Many large words are used. ---.When it is rewritten, it 
‘should be: put on the age. level from 10 to 15, with definite 
directions for doing the things the author suggested. ! 


~. "Other agent: comments: 


'There, is a definite lack of readér appeal in all three 
“scripts. ! pint ; 


'Have plenty of illustrations and good ones}! 


'Terms may not'be fahiliar to boys end. girls beginning to 
work with flowers--cuttings, propagate, and others.! 


Illustrations: “After the annuel meeting in December 1944 the au- 
thor conferred with Bristow Adams (the editor): about the illustra- 
tions. Professor’Adams, an artist as well as an editor, designated 
the method or medium to be used and the appropriate rendering of 
the illustrations. -Both the illustrator (lirs. Dorothy’ Thomas) and 
the assistant illustrator (Irs s. Audrey O'Connor) conferred fre- 
quently with him,. | 


"The cover design was made by Mrs. Thomas and the text illustra- 
tions were made by lirs. O'Connor. Tempera, or poster paint, was 
used for the color and the text illustrations were made by the 
‘gouache method. . ; 

“When the illustrations were completed, the author submitted then, 
with the manuscript, to the Publication Committee for approval. 

The committee discussed at length the use of color merely for ap-— 
peal and felt they could not at that time justify the use of our 
limited printing funds for this additional expense. Therefore, the 
Department of Floriculture and Ornamental Horticulture paid for the 
color plates and the college paid for the usual cost and for the 
extra cost for the second, third, and fourth times through the press. 


Editing. ‘When the bulletin was finally apvroved by the Publication 
Seo R ale Sea MENUECTADS was sent to the SoeAe! office. 


NT saidad cee final nanuscript, made the lay-out and selected the 
type. The lay-out was made to suit the illustrat tions. 
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"The reasons for the type selection are evident. With the blackness 
of the text illustrations, a slightly bolder type (3askerville) than 
we had been using was needed. Had the main headings been set in a 
bold type, the pages would have appeared spotty and the headings 
would have competed for prominence with the illustrations . After 
all, the 'story’ is really told by the illustrations themselves, so 
the text had to be 'subdued.! The light-face type in the headings 
was one way to ‘subdue! the printed page. Furthermore, the light- 
face type is‘in keeping with the floral subject. We usually think 
of ‘flowers as slender and graceful, with slender stems, with thin 
leaf veins, and with thin flower veins. 


"T really had a lot of fun and near 'grief!, too, with this publi- 
cation. 


Calanity. "A wee bit of the roof of Roberts Hall, and especially a 
spot over my office, cannot always be depended upon to protect our 
‘belongings! from the ‘elements. Therefore, I carefully placed the 
manuscript and illustrations for this particular bulletin where I 
was sure they would not be marred’ or obliterated by wnter or by man. 


"Eimer Phillips came back to Roberts one evening just to finish some 
prints we needed in a hurry for another bulletin. It was l2a.m., 

he says, before he turned the key in the door of the darkroon directly 
over my office. He had left the water running to wash the prints. 

For some unknown reason the drain in the sink became plugged, nnd the 
overflow of water found its way right to those gouache drawings. All 
were utterly destroved except for a few faint lines. Gray and black 
gouache was almost 'swirling' on top of one of my office files that 
morning and a few words were 'swirling,' too. 'Safe from man and 
water}! Elmer is apologetic even to-day, but he is not responsible 
for the college plunbing,. . 


Kittens. "Then, too, several versons on various occasions saw the 
cover drawing in the making. One said to the illustrator, 'If you 
don't hurry up and finish that picture, you will havo kittens to 


paint.' I am sure that convinced Mrs, Thomas that the 'anatomy' of 
the cat needed a bit of retouching, 


Many Persons Helped. "You see, this simple 12-page bulletin has 
quite a history and many persons helped to make it what it is. Much 
credit. is due all.. B.A. says it is his 'swan song.! 

"To me, the ideas of the county agents themselves, their conscious-— 
ness of the need for the bulletin, and, their awareness of what 
constitutes a good bulletin, were most enlightening." . 
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